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R ita Ann Dowdy, daughter of Thomas Clark and Bonnie Ruth Weatherly

Cooper, was born June 12, 1959, in Springfield, Missouri. She departed this life
Thursday, August 2, 2012, in Select Specialty Hospital, in Springfield, Missouri, at the

age of fifty-three years, one month, and twenty days.

In April of 1985, she was united in marriage to Jerry Allen Dowdy, and they shared
twenty-seven years.

Her father preceded her in death in 2005.
Rita is survived by her husband, Jerry, of the home; her mother, Bonnie Cooper, of

Springfield, Missouri; as well as a host of other relatives and many friends.

She was raised in the Lebanon, Missouri area, and attended Lebanon R-III Schools.
The family then moved to Kansas City and Emporia, Kansas, following Mr. Cooper’s

work. Following her graduation from high school, she attended college for a few
years. After she and Jerry were married, they first made their home in Kansas City,

before moving to Louisiana and Kentucky. Eventually, they returned to Missouri and

made their home in Springfield. In addition to being a devoted homemaker to her
husband, Rita also worked for the Social Security Administration for a time. She had

worked as an actress and had appeared in two movies. She had operated a beading
business and had work in management in the entertainment industry.

Rita had made her profession of faith in Christ and was a devoted prayer warrior.
She was very intelligent and was an avid reader. She was a kind person who never

found fault in anyone, and always thought well of others. She was very fond of

animals and especially loved cats. She was loved dearly by her parents, and she loved
them more than anything, always putting them first. Her relationship with Jerry was

extremely special and she loved him dearly.
Rita was a loving wife, and daughter, and was a caring neighbor and friend. We
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celebrate her life and know that her family and friends will cherish the wonderful

memories she created for them during her lifetime.
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Visitation

Holman-Howe Funeral Homes Lebanon

320 S. Adams Ave, Lebanon MO 65536

Service

Holman-Howe Funeral Homes Lebanon

320 S. Adams Ave, Lebanon MO 65536

Cemetery Details

Mount Rose Memorial Park

100 Mountrose St., Lebanon MO
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RW Russ Weatherly posted:

Our prayers will always be with you. Love and Peace. Russell and Debbie Weatherly.

August 9 at 2:36 PM

NW Nurse White lit a candle in honor of Rita.

To the Dowdy Family,I am a nurse from BJC that took care of Mrs. Dowdy and I

would like to say I am truly sorry for your lost. The last time I took care of her was

before she left to go to rehab the week she passed, and she spoke of her faith in

God. She smiled at me and told me that God would take care of her. So I hope that

your faith will increase in these challenging times. God Bless you all.

August 7 at 12:48 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Rita by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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